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Baha'i Stories

Broken Heart

He had left orders that none were to be turned away, but one who had twice vainly sought his presence,
and was, through some oversight, prevented from seeing him, wrote a heartbreaking letter showing that
he thought himself rebuffed. It was translated by the Persian interpreter. ‘Abdu’l-Baha at once put on
his coat, and, turning towards the door, said, with an expression of unspeakable sadness, “A friend of
mine has been martyred, and I am very grieved. I go out alone.” and he swept down the steps. One
could then see how well the title of “Master” became him. ~Abdu’l-Baha, Abdu’l-Baha in London
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ABU DHABI, United Arab Emirates — For decades, new communications technologies have brought
outside voices into the home. Artificial intelligence moves that common pattern in a whole new
direction: the technology itself can answer questions and offer counsel. If advice and reassurance can
be supplied on demand by a machine, what does this moment reveal about the deeper purpose of the
Sfamily?

“Artificial intelligence and new media can bring distances closer, but they cannot create trust on their
own,” said Hatem El-Hady, a representative of the Baha'i International Community’s Cairo Olffice.
“They can transmit knowledge, but they cannot, by themselves, cultivate wisdom. They can increase
communication, but they cannot create belonging, a spirit of service, or a sense of responsibility toward
others.”

Mpr. El-Hady highlighted how this distinction points to a deeper challenge: how families can cultivate
the qualities and relationships that enable people to use those technologies wisely and direct them
toward the common good.
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This idea ran through a series of discussions at the Third International Dialogue of Civilizations and
Tolerance Conference, recently held in Abu Dhabi, where academics, researchers, faith representatives,
youth, and other social actors explored the relationship between family life, emerging technologies, and
social cohesion.

The members of the Office of Public Affairs of the Baha'is of the United Arab Emirates contributed to
the discussions by participating in and moderating several panels at the conference.

“The family is not merely a social unit,” stated Roeia Thabet of the Office of Public Affairs. It is the first
environment, she explained, in which people learn what it means to live with others, and where qualities
such as love, justice, compassion, cooperation, equality, and mutual respect can first take root.

Seen from this perspective, the family is an essential social space that can prepare people to participate
constructively in the wider life of society.

This understanding also places the family within a wider pattern of community life. Drawing on the
experience of Bahd’t communities in the Arab region, Mr. ElI-Hady noted that families flourish when
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they are not isolated but instead connected with others through spaces for service and conversation. It is
through these interactions, he said, that values cease to remain abstractions and find expression in daily

life.

The growing presence of artificial intelligence in everyday life gives new urgency to the need to consider
the part that families can play in shaping how people relate to others beyond their kin.

For Sama Tabrizi, a representative of the Baha’is of the UAE, it also brings into sharper focus what
must remain at the center of that environment: the nobility of the human being. “Whatever comes—
whether from technology or otherwise—we need to hold on to preserving this human nobility,” she said.

Her reflection points to a wider principle underlying Baha’i community-building endeavors: spiritual
qualities such as consultation, cooperation, service, and concern for others are not acquired through
instruction alone. They develop through patterns of life which foster understanding and in which people
act together and assume increasing responsibility for the needs of their neighborhoods.

As these capacities nurtured in family and community life find expression beyond their immediate
setting, concerns tend to widen to neighbors and eventually society.

This outward movement has also been central to the Office of Public Affairs’ participation in the
discourse on family and social cohesion. It rests on a conception of the family that is neither inward-
looking nor self-contained, but oriented toward service and increasingly conscious of humanity’s
essential oneness.

Mpr. El-Hady described artificial intelligence and new media as “tools that reflect the values we instill in
them.” Where family and community life give qualities such as trust, justice, and responsibility practical
expression, he said, those same patterns can help shape how technology is used and developed.

The conference coincided with the UAE’s designation of 2026 as the Year of the Family. The Olffice of
Public Affairs’ participation in the conference forms part of its ongoing exploration of how family life
can contribute to social cohesion in an increasingly diverse society.

The Twin Community of Jaipur

Junior youth groups, Ruhi study groups, children’s classes, home visits, and devotional and prayer
meetings continued in different parts of Jaipur and Rajasthan.




Nazz Rest Home Project

Recently, it came to our notice that, sadly, near Nazz Rest Home, people were living in man-made tents
with no electricity, running water, or toilet facilities. The children did not have shoes or adequate
clothing. Nazz distributed some clothes and shoes, and plans have been made to provide groceries in the
future.

Meanwhile, the fruit trees and flowers are growing fast, thanks to the monsoon rains and the dedication
of our family in Chabrana, who look after all activities at Nazz.




Food for the Mind, Heart and Soul
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GOOD NEWS NETWORK

Man Makes 200 Visits to Villages to Connect Elders with their Children

It’s estimated that over 110 million Chinese live and work abroad, which for the family members they
leave behind can be heart-wrenching and difficult, above all for the elderly.

But thanks to a generous soul born to the mountain paths of Hubei Province, these severed family ties
are being reconnected through social media and delivery services.

Tian Rui is 39 and used to be a courier among the mountains of rural Yichang Province. His years of
delivering parcels through the various hamlets endowed him with close personal connections to many
residents whose children had moved down to the big cities or to lands further afield to seek work.

Last year, South China Morning Post in Hong Kong reported, Tian decided that he would offer a new
service in the area as sort of a middleman between these often-elderly locals and their estranged

offspring.

So far, he’s made over 200 trips to houses across the county on behalf of the sons and daughters of
residents there, sometimes to bring groceries or medications, birthday cakes, and sometimes just to
check in and have tea.

’

“What they really want is to know their children are thinking of them and to have someone to talk to,’
Tian shared with Jiupai News, adding that his most distant client lives in Bolivia.

Tian doesn’t charge for short trips but asks for a reimbursement for fuel costs for longer ones.

Before visiting someone, he confirms the person’s address and name, what it is they re likely to need,
and then records a video of the whole thing, before chopping it up and sending it to the person’s
relative.



https://www.scmp.com/news/people-culture/trending-china/article/3364166/chinese-family-bridge-makes-200-mountain-trips-yearly-connect-elderly-overseas-children?module=top_story&pgtype=subsection

In one case last December, Tian visited an elderly man and spent several hours with him before sending
recordings of their time together to his family. These would be the last sight they had of their relative, as
he died just 4 months after the visit.

Tian often witnesses the extraordinary longevity of rural Chinese, for example, a 100-year-old woman
whom he visited on behalf of her grandchildren is seen in the video he produced as being spry and
capable, demanding he stay for dinner before regaling him accounts of all 16 of her grandchildren’s
birthdays.

The most common case is that the seniors he visits are lonely and vulnerable to social isolation, with
many asking him when he will come back next.

With stories like this often going viral on Mainland social media platforms, Tian has been praised as a
kind of “family bridge.”

Poetry

by Tahera:

Before my journey meets its end,
Before | round the final bend,
Before | bid the world goodbye,
Before | spread my wings and fly,

My heart longs deeply to convey
That all | am, this very day,
Is shaped by those along my way.

My deepest thanks to every soul
Who lit my path, who made me whole,
Who ran for me that extra mile,
And filled my days with love and smiles.

Grateful am | for hearts so true,
Who stood beside me, firm and few,
Through stormy tides and restless night,
Their presence shining, warm and bright.

How could | leave without a plea
For those | hurt unknowingly—
The ones | failed in time of need,
Or wounded through some
thoughtless deed?

Before | go, before we part,
1 ask with pure and open heart—
Forgive my faults, forget my wrong,
And send me off with love and song.

L Tabiera




From the Pages of History

Tahirih’s Journey to Baghdad

On her arrival at the house of her father, her cousin, the haughty and false-hearted Mulla Muhammad,
son of Mulla Taqi, who esteemed himself, next to his father and his uncle, the most accomplished of all
the mujtahids of Persia, sent certain ladies of his own household to persuade Tahirih to transfer her
residence from her father’s house to his own. “Say to my presumptuous and arrogant kinsman,” was her
bold reply to the messengers:” "If your desire had really been to be a faithful mate and companion to
me, you would have hastened to meet me in Karbila and would on foot have guided my howdah all the
way to Qazvin. I would, while journeying with you, have aroused you from your sleep of heedlessness
and would have shown you the way of truth. But this was not to be. Three years have elapsed since our
separation. Neither in this world nor in the next can I ever be associated with you. I have cast you out of
my life for ever.””

So stern and unyielding a reply roused both Mulla Muhammad and his father to a burst of fury. They
immediately pronounced her a heretic, and strove day and night to undermine her position and to sully
her fame. Tahirih vehemently defended herself and persisted in exposing the depravity of their
character. Her father, a peace-loving and fair-minded man, deplored this acrimonious dispute and
endeavoured to bring about a reconciliation and harmony between them, but failed in his efforts.

This state of tension continued until the time when a certain Mulla Abdu’llah, a native of Shiraz and
fervent admirer of both Shaykh Ahmad and Siyyid Kazim, arrived in Qazvin at the beginning of the
month of Ramadan, in the year 1263 A.H. Subsequently, in the course of his trial in Tihran, in the
presence of the Sahib-Divan, this same Mulla Abdu’llah recounted the following: “I have never been a
convinced Babi. When I arrived at Qazvin, I was on my way to Mah-Ku, intending to visit the Bab and
investigate the nature of His Cause. On the day of my arrival at Qazvin, I became aware that the town
was in a great state of turmoil.

As I was passing through the market-place, I saw a crowd of ruffians who had stripped a man of his
head-dress and shoes, had wound his turban around his neck, and by it were dragging him through the
streets. An angry multitude was tormenting him with their threats, their blows and curses. "His
unpardonable guilt,” I was told in answer to my enquiry, 'is that he has dared to extol in public the
virtues of Shaykh Ahmad and Siyyid Kazim. Accordingly, Haji Mulla Taqi, the Hujjatu’l-Islam, has

pronounced him a heretic and decreed his expulsion from the town.’” ~ The Dawn Breakers & Nabil’s
Narrative

By Douglas Wilson:




The pain of the turbulent voyage
of life is eased by having a
companion beside you.

O mystic traveller, do not be sad
travelling alone; why feel alone
when the love of the Beloved is
in your heart and with you"
Badi

Social Action

Baha’i Inspired Economic Website
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The present economic system is sick and is dying. It cannot meet humanity’s needs. It is time to re-
examine the fundamental assumptions on which this system was built and replace them with humane,
moral, and spiritual ones. We need to build an economic system fit to help mankind achieve its goal of
an ever-advancing civilization. In this world, there is no room for economic injustice, and people have
the necessities of life so they can live peaceful, fulfilling lives. A shift in thinking is needed. This website
aims to provide insight and suggestions for laying the foundation for a better economic future.




This website is a library for researchers, students, and anyone interested in a moral and just economic
system. It has more than 500 resources in English and Spanish related to the Baha’i concept of
economics. It has been in operation for 9 years and has so far welcomed more than 186,000 visitors
from every country in the world.

These resources are in the form of books, articles, audio and videos. You are welcome to visit it
at badishams.com

History, News and Nuggets from Other Religions and
Communities

Christianity
By Sarah Harvey

Christianity is the world’s largest religious tradition with 2.5 billion followers, about 30 per cent of the
world’s population in 2020. It is also the largest religion in the UK — 46.2 per cent of the population of
England and Wales are Christian, according to the 2021 census.

How did Christianity start?

Christianity is based on the life and teachings of Jesus of Nazareth, who lived in the Middle East 2,000
vears ago from 0-33CE. It has its origins in Judaism — Jesus and his early followers were Jewish.
Christianity developed as a distinct religious movement gradually after Jesus’s death.

After his death by crucifixion, the description of Jesus’s resurrection, his physical reappearance to some
of his disciples, and ascension into heaven, are key elements in Christian belief. After the resurrection,
the disciples proclaimed Jesus as the Anointed One, called the Messiah in the Jewish tradition and the
Christ in Greek, and launched a public ministry on the Jewish festival of Pentecost, when the gifts of the
Holy Spirit are said to have descended upon those gathered. The church — the community of those who
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believed the Christian message — began to spread beyond Jerusalem and it was then that the followers
were first called Christians, followers of the Christ.

What do Christians believe?

Christians believe the Bible to be divinely inspired, the word of God. However, interpretations of the
text range from a literal interpretation of the Bible to more metaphorical or contextual interpretations.
The Christian Bible is not a single book but a collection of writings of different formats including
stories, poetry, songs, letters and historical writings. It is divided into two main sections: the Old
Testament, which is shared with the Jewish tradition, and the New Testament. There are numerous
translations of the Bible, and different traditions tend to favour some over others.

A number of core beliefs are shared by the Christian traditions and others vary according to
denomination. Shared beliefs are around the person of Jesus and his role in humanity’s salvation and
around the Bible as the word of God.

Christianity is a monotheistic faith — followers believe in one God — and the majority of Christian
traditions teach that the one God is known in three persons: the Father, the Son (Jesus Christ) and the
Holy Spirit. This doctrine, known as the Trinity, is expressed in the Nicene Creed, a widely accepted
Christian statement of faith dating from the fourth century.

Christians believe that Jesus is the Messiah prophesied in the Hebrew Bible, come to earth to fulfil
God'’s law and to teach love of God and love of your neighbour. Christians also believe that Jesus is
God incarnate — that he was simultaneously fully human and fully divine. They hold that he was born of
Mary and was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is believed to be God'’s
continual presence on earth and this is particularly emphasised in the Pentecostal traditions.

Christians believe in salvation through Jesus — that Jesus died on the cross for the sins of humankind
and brought atonement (reconciliation with God). Humanity had been separated from God through sin,
beginning with the fall of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. While Christians agree that Jesus is the
saviour of humankind, there are different understandings as to what this means and whether belief in
Jesus is all that is needed for salvation.

The nature of the Christian belief of life after death varies between traditions and individuals. One
understanding is that that through Jesus’s death and resurrection, Christians too can be resurrected to a
new life after the death of their physical body. Many believe that they will be judged by God and sent to
heaven or hell, with the expectation that Christians will go to heaven as they have been granted
forgiveness through Christ.

Christians also believe, whether metaphorically or literally, in the “end times”, in the return of Jesus
and the establishment of the kingdom of God on earth. These beliefs are termed millennialism and are

often a peripheral rather than a central focus of Christian belief.

How do Christians practise their faith?

Christian worship includes both individual and collective practices. Individual practices include prayer,
Bible study and, in some traditions, fasting. Collective worship includes attending church services,
usually on a Sunday — the Sabbath day in most Christian traditions. Services include prayer, song, the
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reading of scripture, and a teaching or sermon by the priest/minister/pastor. They may include the
Eucharist — the communion service when bread and wine is eaten and drunk together.

Most Christian groups hold additional services and events throughout the week, including midweek
Bible study, prayer groups of different kinds, discussion groups, women’s groups, men’s groups, youth
groups and more.

Many Christian traditions perform a number of “sacraments” or “sacred rites”. The Roman Catholic
and Orthodox churches both recognise seven main sacraments, while the Protestant churches recognise
two primary sacraments — baptism and the Eucharist — and a number of “lesser” sacraments.

Most traditions practise some form of baptism as constituting membership of their particular church,
although the specific practices vary. The Catholic, Orthodox and Anglican churches all practise baptism
of infants. Churches from the Anabaptist tradition, as well as churches within Pentecostal, charismatic
and evangelical traditions, practise only adult baptism, sometimes known as “believers’ baptism”.

The majority of traditions celebrate the Eucharist in some form. This rite is also known as (holy)
communion or the Lord’s Supper and it repeats the words and actions that Jesus is believed to have
used at the last meal with his disciples before the crucifixion. Bread and wine, representing the body
and blood of Jesus, is consumed.

The Roman Catholic Church teaches that when the priest repeats Jesus’s words from the Last Supper,
the consecrated bread and wine become the actual body and blood of Jesus, although there is no change
in their outward appearance. This is known as transubstantiation.

From the Editor's Desk

Hummingbirds Teach a Lesson on Thankfulness

Today, the world is experiencing great confusion that has led humanity to forget some fundamental
values that could save us from great misery — one of these forgotten values is thankfulness.

A sense of entitlement pervades many cultures, preventing them from appreciating the gifts they are
given. Sadly, for many, that sense of entitlement has replaced gratefulness.

Some people spend more time pointing to the things they demand than appreciating the blessings they
have. Regrettably, gratefulness and thankfulness have become scarce commodities.

God wants nothing from us but our love, and in return, He provides us with the vast universe and
everything in it as our playground to enjoy.

“Consider what a kind Father He is. He bestows His gift before you ask. We were not in the world
of existence, but as soon as we were born, we found everything prepared for our needs and
comfort without question on our part. He has given us a kind father and compassionate mother,
provided for us two springs of salubrious milk, pure atmosphere, refreshing water, gentle breezes
and the sun shining above our heads”. -Abdu’l-Baha

I am incredibly grateful for the gifts of the Baha’i writings that guide me throughout my life.
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All religious guidance sent for our benefit can help us. In return, we must try to know God and show our
gratitude. Understanding God and our relationship to Him is complex, and we will never fully know
Him because of our limited ability to comprehend Him. But luckily, a recent personal experience helped
me see what my relationship with my Creator could be and reinforced my gratefulness for His gift of

life.

I have a beautiful garden, my prized material possession, with a wide variety of flowers and fruit trees.
Flowers attract birds and insects, and among them are a few hummingbird families who enjoy the
flowers I have planted and the feeders I have put out for them. I felt happy to see that they enjoyed the
feeders, but the fact that they fought over them saddened me. I wished they would stop fighting, start
sharing and live peacefully together in this beautiful garden.

The hummingbirds liked the feeders so much that they decided not to migrate. Instead, they have stayed
with me for the past few winters. I kept the feeders full for the whole winter since there were no flowers
or other food sources. One winter was extremely cold, and the temperature went below zero. The feeders
would freeze at night, so I had to defrost them every morning and put them out again. One day, as I was
putting out a feeder for these tiny birds and watching their happiness, I realized they would die if I did
not feed them.

How I wished that they knew how much I loved them. They didn’t realize that their life was in my hands
— or that I made sure they were provided for — because of my love for them. Nobody asked me to do
that. At that moment, it dawned on me that this is what God wishes for us: recognition and gratitude in
return for His gifts.

Unlike the hummingbirds who have no idea of the gifts given to them, I hope we recognize the Creator’s
gift of life and His love for us. He has made provisions for all our needs. All we have to do is
acknowledge them and be grateful for them.

*“"How is'it that!you fly in this
Theibirdiresponded:
“Love! lifts me™




Whritings to Ponder and Practice

“Lift up your hearts above the present and look with eyes of faith into the future!
Today the seed is sown, the grain falls upon the earth, but behold the day will come
when it shall rise a glorious tree and the branches thereof shall be laden with fruit.
Rejoice and be glad that this day has dawned, try to realize its power, for it is indeed
wonderful! God has crowned you with honour and in your hearts has He set a
radiant star; verily the light thereof shall brighten the whole world!” ~Abdu’l-Baha

For sharing materials and questions, write to bshams@telus.net
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