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Baha'i Stories

Equality

At one meeting, ‘Abdu’l-Baha asked Emmeline Pankhurst, the suffragist: Give me your reasons for
believing that women today should have the vote?

Answer: I believe that humanity is a divine humanity and that it must rise higher and higher, but he
cannot soar with only one wing.

‘Abdu’l-Baha expressed his pleasure at the answer, and, smiling, replied: But what will you do when
one wing is stronger than the other?

Answer: then we must strengthen the weaker wing.

‘Abdu’l-Baha smiled and asked: What would you say if I prove to you that women is the stronger wing?
The answer came in the same bright vein: You will earn my eternal gratitude!
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~Earl Redman, ‘Abdu’l-Baha in Their Midst

Events and News

~ MORE VIDEOS %

~

BAHA’i WORLD CENTRE — With the completion of the ‘Akka Visitors’ Centre, a new milestone
has been reached in the development of the project to construct the Shrine of ‘Abdu’l-Baha.

When the Shrine has been completed, visitors arriving to express their love and devotion will find in this
Centre a place to prepare spiritually for their visit to the final resting place of the exemplar of the
Baha’i Faith’s spirit and teachings.

Beyond the Visitors’ Centre, work continues to advance on the landscaping surrounding the central
edifice of the Shrine of ‘Abdu’l-Baha. Grass has now been added to nearly all of the east and west
berms, with many trees having already been planted on both sides.

The landscaping surrounding the Shrine and Visitors’ Centre has been designed to unfold gradually,
inviting a sense of discovery and quiet contemplation.

News from the Twin Community of Jaipur, India

Junior youth groups, Ruhi study groups, children’s classes, home visits, and devotional and prayer
meetings continued in different parts of Jaipur and Rajasthan.

The study of Ruhi Books continues at the Baha’i House. 2 study circles have been started in the village
of Kankata. Educational activities were started in Devkinandanpura.
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https://www.bahai.org/abdul-baha

Nazz Rest Home

It has been a busy and fruitful time at the Nazz Rest Home site, a Baha i-inspired project in India.
Tinted glass was installed in all the windows, so no dust or rain can get in, and heat can stay in as
winter starts to set in.

The work of clearing the land of deep-rooted grass with heavy machinery began, making the soil ready
for planting another 180 fruit trees. It was a fortunate time for the fearless birds following the machine
and feeding themselves. Meanwhile, the ladies prepared tea over the firewood for everyone.

All these works are done under the leadership of Bajrangji and his family, who make my absence and
inability to help unimportant. May God bless them all.




Food for the Mind, Heart and Soul
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GOOD NEWS NETWORK

Civil Rights Symbol: Letter to Teacher Who Helped During Those
Difficult Times

1t was November of 1960 when Ruby Bridges became the first black student to integrate William Frantz
Elementary School in New Orleans.

After many white parents chose to withdraw their children from school, the principal kept everyone else
far away from her. In fact, Ruby ended up being the only pupil in her class during the entire first year.
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The circumstances might have been impossible to bear if not for her teacher, Barbara Henry. The
woman’s kindness made such a difference that Ruby has stayed in touch with her for more than six

decades—and she just published a public tribute.

A love letter of sorts, the children’s book is entitled Ruby Bridges: A Talk With My Teacher. It explores
the tremendous impact that Ms. Henry made in just one year—and also shares the story of the pair’s

reunion several years later.

“We often say, both of us,” Bridges told the TODAY show, “...that despite all the hate that was going
on outside, inside that room it was filled with love.”

Ms. Henry, a Boston native, made a commitment to Ruby even though other teachers were resigning
from their jobs in protest—or flat-out refusing to work with a black child. She brought positivity into

that first grade classroom, even as protestors raged outside.

“I would not have gotten through that if it had not been for my teacher, She filled my day with things to
do. She made school fun. I enjoyed learning. Even though the crowd was outside yelling, she would go
and close the window, and she’d say, ‘We re going to have music today,’ just to drown out everything.’

Poetry

’

by Khalil Gibran:
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https://amzn.to/41V6JjF
https://www.today.com/popculture/ruby-bridges-barbara-henry-childrens-book-rcna192580

Social Action

30 Years of Empowering Women for Social Progress

LITETA, Zambia — As societies globally grapple with achieving equality between women and men,
the role of education in empowering women is vital. Well known for embracing this principle, the
Banani International School in Zambia, a Bahd 'i-inspired endeavor, recently celebrated its 30th
anniversary. The school’s multifaceted educational approach integrates intellectual pursuits with the
acquisition of moral understanding and spiritual insights, cultivating a rich learning environment.

The school’s anniversary was marked by a recent event, bringing together the Chief of Liteta,
representatives of the Ministry of Education, and other government officials, dignitaries, representatives
of various educational institutions, students, graduates, and staff.

Margaret Lengwe, a member of the Baha 't National Spiritual Assembly in Zambia, speaking with the
News Service, highlighted the school’s primary objective: “Banani School strives to develop the intellect
and character of young women, nurturing their aspiration to contribute to their communities and the
country at large.”

Reflecting on her transformative experience, alumna Thandose Nyathando, now a compliance and
operations manager at a major bank in Zambia, says, ‘“‘We were taught to view ourselves as mines rich
in gems of inestimable value, a belief that has empowered us in our various professional fields around
the world.”

Principal Amita Yaganagi adds that Banani School alumni work in many fields across diverse sectors in
Zambia and globally, including education, banking, entrepreneurship, communications, and law. She
says that by excelling in areas such as math, science, and technology, alongside social sciences,
students challenge traditional expectations for girls.



https://news.bahai.org/story/1706/banani-school-30-years-empowering-women

Ms. Lengwe further observes that Banani School’s environment fosters deep contemplation in students
about the purpose of their lives from an early age. In this setting, academic learning advances alongside
personal and spiritual growth. As students progress in their educational journey, they acquire not only
knowledge but also develop a vision for their meaningful contribution to society.

Founding vision

Tracing its origins to 1993, the Banani International School was founded on principles of the Bahad’i
teachings, with a special focus on empowering girls through education. Opening its doors to an initial
cohort of 65 students, the school has grown to a vibrant educational community, serving over 300
Students at any time in both primary and secondary programs, including 10% of young people from
international backgrounds.

Reflecting on the school’s vision, Maame Brodwemaba Nketsiah, a Director of the Bahad i International
Development Organization, states: “The aim has always been to provide Zambian women with a kind of
educational experience they may not have otherwise had, preparing them to make significant
contributions to the country’s progress.”

The school operates under the auspices of the William Mmutle Masetlha Foundation—a development
organization established in 1983 to contribute to social and economic development in Zambia.

Integrating academic excellence with moral empowerment

Principal Yaganagi explains that Banani’s curriculum covers a broad academic spectrum, placing a
strong emphasis on character development. From fostering foundational moral values in early
education to exploring spiritual identity and encouraging involvement in community life in higher
grades, students engage in a holistic educational journey.

Ms. Lengwe, highlighting the broader impact of this approach, says, “This fosters values of truthfulness,
generosity, and kindness, creating a nurturing environment for both students and teachers.”

Merina Phiri Ndumba, reflecting on her time as a former student at Banani School and her career as a
chartered accountant and central banker, speaks to the lasting impact of her education: “The focus on
character development and service at Banani profoundly shaped my life, as well as my approach as a
parent.”

She adds: “I strive to impart the same values to my children, such as resilience, grace, and a mindset
focused on making positive contributions, values which I believe should be more prevalent in all
schools.”

Applying principles beyond the classroom
At Banani, applying moral principles in everyday life is a cornerstone of the educational experience,
extending beyond academic lessons in tangible service projects.

Principal Yaganagi highlights the role of senior students in community engagement: “Our students in
Grade 11 and 12 offer weekly English and Math tutorials to younger pupils in neighboring schools.
“This initiative helps prepare the younger pupils for important public exams and cultivates a deep sense
of responsibility and desire for service in our own students.” She notes plans for extending these
activities to include environmental initiatives, such as tree planting.

Students from Banani School teaching at a nearby elementary school as part of a service project.

e
7




Younger students at Banani also participate in service-oriented initiatives, contributing within the
school through activities such as assisting in the primary school, maintaining the school environment,
and helping in the kitchen and gardens.

Reflecting on the impact of her time at Banani, Ndinawe Ruppert, another former student and now a
solicitor, says, “The sense of unity and world-embracing vision fostered in us at Banani significantly
influenced my career path. It inspired me to commit to pro bono services, even at a time in my life when
1 did not have many resources.”

Future outlook

At the recent celebration, Ms. Nketsiah shared her reflections on Banani’s journey and its future
direction, emphasizing the role of education in social betterment. “The future fortunes of a nation are
intrinsically linked to the ability to provide a growing number of women excellent education, in its
intellectual and spiritual dimensions.”

She added: “The influence of women in shaping society and the character of future generations cannot
be overstated. Banani International School’s contribution to Zambia’s development is exemplified by its
graduates, women who are motivated by service to their communities, who possess an upright character
and play pivotal roles in the advancement of society in every sphere—including the family, the local
community, industry, and government.”

Echoing these sentiments, Sylvia Masiye, a Banani alumna and now an international tax practitioner,
shared her perspective: “I can think of very few learning institutions that equip the girl child with a
mindset to pursue individual excellence yet remain alive to the need to be of service to society.

“In an increasingly challenging world, my hope is for Banani School to continue to gift the global
community with young women with bold dreams to transform our common home.”

From the Pages of History

Departure of the Bab for Kashan

A few days after the death of the Mu’tamid, a certain person who was aware of the design which he had
conceived and carried out for the protection of the Bab, informed his successor, Gurgin Khan, of the
actual residence of the Bab in the Imarat-i-Khurshid, and described to him the honours which his
predecessor had lavished upon his Guest in the privacy of his own home. On the receipt of this
unexpected intelligence, Gurgin Khan despatched his messenger to Tihran and instructed him to deliver
in person the following message to Muhammad Shah: “Four months ago it was generally believed in
Isfahan that, in pursuance of your Majesty’s imperial summons, the Mu’tamidu’d-Dawlih, my
predecessor, had sent the Siyyid-i-Bab to the seat of your Majesty’s government. It has now been
disclosed that this same siyyid is actually occupying the Imarat-i-Khurshid, the private residence of the
Mu’tamidu’d-Dawlih. It has been ascertained that my predecessor himself extended the hospitality of his
home to the Siyyid-i-Bab and sedulously guarded that secret from both the people and the officials of
this city. Whatever it pleases your Majesty to decree, I unhesitatingly pledge myself to perform.”

The Shah, who was firmly convinced of the loyalty of the Mu’tamid, realised, when he received



https://bahai-library.com/books/dawnbreakers/chapters/10.html#216

this message, that the late governor’s sincere intention had been to await a favourable occasion when he
could arrange a meeting between him and the Bab, and that his sudden death had interfered with the
execution of that plan. He issued an imperial mandate summoning the Bab to the capital. In his written
message to Gurgin Khan, the Shah commanded him to send the Bab in disguise, in the company of a
mounted escort headed by Muhammad Big-i-Chaparchi, of the sect of the Aliyu’llahi, to Tihran; to exe
rcise the utmost consideration towards Him in the course of His journey, and strictly to maintain the
secrecy of His departure.

Gurgin Khan went immediately to the Bab and delivered into His hands the written mandate of
the sovereign. He then summoned Muhammad Big, conveyed to him the behests of Muhammad Shah,
and ordered him to undertake immediate preparations for the journey. “Beware,” he warned him, “lest
anyone discover his identity or suspect the nature of your mission. No one but you, not even the
members of his escort, should be allowed to recognise him. Should anyone question you concerning
him, say that he is a merchant whom we have been instructed to conduct to the capital and of whose
identity we are completely ignorant.” Soon after midnight, the Bab, in accordance with those

instructions, set out from the city and proceeded in the direction of Tihran. ~ The Dawn Breakers & Nabil’s

Sharing

Narrative

Douglas Wilson’s sharing:

0 God, guide me, protect me, make
of me a shining lamp,and a brilliant
star. Thou art theiMighty and the.
Powerful. ' Ny ‘




History, News and Nuggets from Other Religions and
Communities

Z.oroastrianism

The Interpretation of the Zand-Avesta

The peace did not last long, and a year after the death of Burnouf a new controversy broke out, which
still continues, the battle of the methods, that is, the dispute between those who, to interpret the Avesta,
rely chiefly or exclusively on tradition, and those who rely only on comparison with the Vedas. The
cause of the rupture was the rapid progress made in the knowledge of the Vedic language and
literature: the deeper one penetrated into that oldest form of Indian words and thoughts, the more
striking appeared its close affinity with the Avesta words and thoughts. Many a mysterious line in the
Avesta received an unlooked-for light from the poems of the Indian Rishis, and the long-forgotten past
and the origin of many gods and heroes, whom the Parsi worships and extols without knowing who they
were and whence they came, were suddenly revealed by the Vedas. Emboldened by its bright
discoveries, the comparative method took pity on its slower and less brilliant rival, which was then
making its first attempts to unravel the Pahlavi traditional books. Is it worth while, said the Vedic
scholars 1, to try slowly and painfully to extract the secret of the old book from that uncouth literature?
Nay, is there any hope that its secret is there? Translating the Avesta in accordance with the Pahlavi is
not translating the Avesta, but only translating the Pahlavi version, which, wherever it has been
deciphered, is found to wander strangely from the true meaning of the original text. Tradition, as a rule,
is wont to enforce the ideas of its own ages into the books of past ages, From the time when the Avesta
was written to the time when it was translated, many ideas had undergone great changes. such ideas,
tradition must needs either misunderstand or not understand at all, and tradition is always either new
sense or nonsense. The key to the Avesta is not the Pahlavi, but the Veda. The Avesta and the Veda are
two echoes of one and the same voice, the reflex of one and the same thought: the Vedas, therefore, are
both the best lexicon and the best commentary to the Avesta.

The traditional school 2 replied that translating Zend by means of Sanskrit and the Avesta by means of
the Vedas, because Zend and the Avesta are closely related to Sanskrit and the Vedas, is forgetting that
relationship is not identity, and that what interests the Zend scholar is not to know how far Zend agrees
with Sanskrit, but what it is in itself: what he seeks for in the Avesta, is the Avesta, not the Veda. Both
the Vedic language and the Vedas are quite unable to teach us what became in Persia of those elements,
which are common to the two systems, a thing which tradition alone can teach us. By the comparative
method, the Zend meregha, which means ’a bird,” would assume the meaning of ‘gazelle’ to accord with
the Sanskrit mriga, ratu, 'a part of the day,’ would be extended to ’a season’ out of regard for ritu;
mainyu, ‘a spirit,” and dahyu, 'a province,” would be degraded to ‘anger’ and to ’a set of thieves,” and
‘the demons,’ the Daévas, would ascend from their dwelling in hell up to heaven, to meet their
philological brothers, the Indian Devas. The traditional. method, as it starts from matters of facts, moves
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https://sacred-texts.com/zor/sbe04/sbe0403.htm#fn_31
https://sacred-texts.com/zor/sbe04/sbe0403.htm#fn_32

always in the field of reality; the comparative method starts from an hypothesis, moves in a vacuum, and
builds up a fanciful religion and a fanciful language.

Such being the methods of the two schools, it often happened that a passage, translated by two scholars,
one of each school, took so different an aspect that a layman would have been quite unable to suspect
that it was one and the same passage he had read twice. Yet the divergence between the two methods is
more apparent than real, and proceeds from an imperfect notion of the field in which each of them ought
to work. They ought not to oppose, but assist one another, as they are not intended to instruct us about
the same kind of facts, but about two kinds of facts quite different and independent. No language, no
religion, that has lived long and changed much, can be understood at any moment of its development,
unless we know what it became afterwards, and what it was before. The language and religion of the
Avesta record but a moment in the long life of the Iranian language and thought, so that we are unable
to understand them, unless we know what they became and whence they came. What they became we
learn directly from tradition, since the tradition arose from the very ideas which the Avesta expresses,
whence they came we learn indirectly from the Vedas, because the Vedas come from the same source as
the Avesta. Therefore it cannot happen that the tradition and the Veda will really contradict one
another, if we take care to ask from each only what it knows, from one the present, and the past from the
other. Each method is equally right and equally efficacious, at its proper time and in its right place.

From the Editor’s Desk

Butter Chicken and Oneness of Religions

I am very blessed to still be in touch with my ex-students. They are from all walks of life, and most of
them now have children of their own. One of them is Derek, who has the purest heart and regularly
visited me in my office during his school years, and we kept in touch after my retirement.

He has been to my house helping me with my garden work, and I have cooked food for him. He told me
that he wanted to cook for me and bring it to my home.

I asked what he was planning to cook, and he said, “butter chicken.” On my part, I told him that [ would
cook rice and make the salad.

On the appointed date, Derek called to say that his father had come to visit him from another town and
asked if he could come too. I said that he was very welcome.

On that day, I had promised an Iranian Muslim lady that she could come to my house to pick some fruits
and I invited her to eat with us also. She is new to town, and her work has brought her here.

After eating the food, we started to talk about the sad situation of the world and all the crises. Both the
Muslim lady and Derek’s father are strong in their beliefs.

The Iranian lady was furious at the situation in Iran and how the mullahs had lied to people and misled
the public. She believed that they had done things that had damaged Islam.

Derek’s father, a Catholic, was not happy about the role of the clergy in his church. He felt the same as
the Iranian lady and said that he was disappointed with what had happened in the name of Christianity.
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I mentioned that the Baha’is believe that all religions are fundamentally one and differ only in their
social laws. I used the metaphor that religions are like pure healing water streaming down the mountain,
and leaders use it as a political means, polluting the water.

At the end of our two-hour discussion and sharing our feelings and ideas, we agreed that the only
solution to solving the world’s problems is for all nations to become united in their efforts and find a
religion that combines all the religions in one.

After they left, I realized what an amazing thing had happened. A Muslim, a Baha’i and a Christian of
different ages agreed on the need for a universal and all-inclusive religion.

It was a miracle that three different people who did not know each other and with solid religious beliefs
expressed views respectfully and lovingly. There was harmony and friendliness in the air.

What made all of us with different age groups and views experience this? As if a mysterious force took
over the discussion and led us to that conclusion. Maybe it is because of helplessness felt worldwide due
to overwhelming crises that highlighted the need for a solution. With all its unsolved issues and barely
recovering from the pandemic, humanity has been forced to reflect and do some soul-searching to
counter the dangers ahead. The spirit of unity and oneness is at work with full force. The unity of
humankind is not an ideal or empty slogan anymore. It is the only way out left for the survival of
wayward humanity.

Now [ am left with the memory of that beautiful night when we relished our oneness and the delicious
food — butter chicken for the body and the soul.

Every mortal will taste
DEATH |
but only some will taste &
LIFE




Whritings to Ponder and Practice

“The woman has greater moral courage tham the man; she has also
special gifts which enable her to govern in moments of danger and crisis.
If mecessary she cam become a warrior.”

~Abdu’l-Bahdé

For sharing materials and questions, write to bshams@telus.net
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