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WORLD ~ AND AT - .
THE SAME TIME (TS
DARKNESS."
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Baha’i Stories

Appearances

He wasn 't interested in the man. He wasn 't interested in his clothes. All he was interested in was his
character and his devotion to the Cause. Someone knocked on the door of the Western pilgrim house,
and I opened the door, and a man arrived very poorly dressed and rather a nondescript appearance,
and I said, ““Yes, what can we do for you? Is there anything that we can do for you?”’ And he said, “I am
Charles Dunning. I am the pioneer from the Orchney Islands.” “Well, come right in.” And I welcomed
the man, showed him to his room and made sure that he was comfortable and had one thing and
another, and then he was busy during the day and it became time for the Guardian to come over for
dinner. It was usual at dinner time to receive the new pilgrims that had come, to have dinner with them
and to talk with them and, so, for us it was a very important event . . .

“Well, I said to Charles, we are getting ready to go down to have dinner with the Guardian, and do you
think maybe you want to change your clothes and clean up a little bit for the Guardian.” And he says,
“Yes, I will. [ will.” So he went down and he was wearing the same clothes, which was all right, but
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when he came in the Guardian put his arms around him and kissed him. Now the Guardian very seldom
kissed anyone. He embraced everyone, but he very seldom kissed anyone. And he sat him down at the
table next to him, and he said, “You’re a Knight of Baha u’llah, and you deserve to be at the head of
this table.” The spiritual insight! The Guardian saw in that man, the sacrifice for the Cause, his
devotion for the Cause, his service in those difficult Orchney Islands. You think you have it difficult here,
but it is nothing compared to the Orchney Islands, I tell you. People there are hard. People there are
disinterested in religion. It’s a cold, miserable country. There’s nothing that lends itself. Here you have
the sunshine, you have the flowers, but he was there singly and alone serving in that cold, bleak place,
and 1 think the people are colder than the weather. It’s terrible, and the Guardian realized it. The
Guardian said that, after he left, he is one of God’s heroes of the present time. I mention this so you can
see how Shoghi Effendi had an insight into everyone, his tenderness, his love. ~In the Days of the
Guardian, a Talk by Hand of the Cause of God Leroy loas

Events and News

Counsellors’ Return Signals New Phase in Efforts for Social
Transformation

BAHA’l WORLD CENTRE — With the conclusion of their consultations and plenary gatherings, the
members of the Continental Boards of Counsellors prepare to depart the Holy Land, bringing to a close
several days of intense prayer, reflection, and collective deliberation.

The consultations of the past days were elevated by the wealth of insights drawn from a global
perspective shaped during the Conference of the Counsellors held from 31 December 2025 to 4 January
2026.



https://news.bahai.org/story/1846/bahai-world-centre-counsellors-conference-opens
https://news.bahai.org/story/1847/bahai-world-centre-counsellors-conference-ends-reflection-spiritual-renewal
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Discussions of the Counsellors were enriched by accounts of numerous places where a new pattern of
life is quietly emerging, one where communities are deepening a capacity to translate spiritual
principles into ways of living that nurture belonging, purpose, and hope. In such places throughout the
globe, consultation is strengthening unity, cooperation is replacing fragmentation, and people of all
ages are assuming a shared responsibility for the well-being of their surroundings.

As the Counsellors return to their respective regions, they do so conscious of the responsibility to
nurture the processes of learning and to encourage perseverance. At a time when numerous challenges
confront humanity, their service is directed toward strengthening the ability of individuals, communities,
and institutions alike to see themselves as active participants in a wider movement of spiritual renewal:

one that seeks to alleviate hardship, foster trust, build unity, and stimulate a shared commitment to the
betterment of society.

News from the Twin Community of Jaipur, India

Junior youth groups, Ruhi study groups, children’s classes, home visits, and devotional and prayer
meetings continued in different parts of Jaipur and Rajasthan.

MRS uipur, Friday, 16™ Junuary 2026

Winter Camp Organized to Empower the Community
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Food for the Mind, Heart and Soul

GOOD NEWS NETWORK

Royal Canadian Mounted Police Officer Saves Life




In April, the Salt Spring Island Mounties received the request from an out-of-town family to check on
their elderly father who they’d not heard from in a couple of months. Police attended the residence and
found the senior appeared to have been living in unhealthy conditions. Initially, he was reluctant to

engage and was adamant that he was fine and not needing help.

But the officer, Cst. Lloyd, continued to speak with him for over an hour and built up a rapport with the

man, who eventually agreed to be transported to hospital by ambulance where his health was checked.

Just in the nick of time.

Then, last month, the man showed up at the Salt Spring Island office of the RCMP to show his
appreciation for the officer and share the outcome of the medical diagnosis. It turns out the man had
unknowingly been bleeding internally for some time and, according to doctors, would have succumbed
in the next 24 hours had it not been for the intervention of Officer Lloyd who convinced him to go to the
hospital.

“What started as a standard call became something far more profound,” said Supt. Bruce Singer,
commanding officer for the Island District RCMP.

“Despite being met with hesitation and resistance, Cst. Lloyd stayed present, didn’t rush, didn’t retreat,
but instead listened, showed compassion, and built a connection that ultimately saved his life.”

“This is what ‘Beyond the Mission’ truly means — acting not just out of obligation, but out of care and

commitment to another human being, ” Singer said proudly.

Poetry

by Khalil Gibran:



https://bc-cb.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/ViewPage.action?siteNodeId=2136&languageId=1&contentId=88540&detachmentDataId=43849

Beauty is not the sap

within the furrowed bark,
nor a wing attached to a claw.
But rather a garden for ever
in bloom

and a flock of angels

for ever in flight.

- Kahlil Gibran
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Soctal Action

News from Nazz Rest Home project

After a stoppage in work due to the road being washed away, painting the building and finishing the
roof’s retaining walls have started in full force, and the building is slowly looking good and will soon be
ready for people to stay in it.

Finally, after 6 years of dreaming and trying to return to Jaipur, Lesley and I will stay in Rajasthan. We
will stay for a short time in Jaipur, then go to Nazz Rest Home in Chabrana to serve the community.
You are welcome to visit Nazz Rest Home's website at:

nazzresthome.com



http://nazzresthome.com/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExS1Zscmozc2FoTDhPOEh4VHNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR7yCChyyTc6-Sya9IeDJueymD0i9rqHPDEES3sCj843-0LZbcJVBSKkfMWS2w_aem_d6UEBuZLRb9vp14LcLArvw

CALLI, Colombia — What does it mean to see all people as protagonists in the development of their
community—a seed whose capacities can be nurtured to bear fruit for generations?

This question animates Weaving Paths, a new documentary released by FUNDAEC to mark its 50th
anniversary. The film traces the evolution of this Bahd 'i-inspired organization, founded in Colombia in
1974, as it has worked alongside rural communities to develop educational processes that integrate the
material and spiritual dimensions of life.

Rather than offering a chronological history, Weaving Paths reflects on the deeper processes that have
sustained FUNDAEC'’s work over time. It portrays how a conviction has been fostered among thousands
of farmers, youth, teachers, mothers, and many others, that every human being possesses latent
capacities that can be awakened and directed toward the common good.

“At FUNDAEC, we felt it was important to share, from our own perspective, some of the insights that
have marked these fifty years,” said Leslie Stewart, Special Centers Director of FUNDAEC, in a
conversation with the News Service.

“The film,” she added, ‘“‘is not meant to be a comprehensive account, but a living reflection on
experiences, collective efforts, and the gradual construction of patterns of community life rooted in
dignity and purpose.”




The film highlights FUNDAEC's roots in the Norte del Cauca region of Colombia, where a group of
young professionals—scientists, educators, and agricultural engineers—came together with a vision of
living and working alongside rural populations in their development.

Over five decades, this work has touched the lives of more than 300,000 young people through the
Sistema de Aprendizaje Tutorial (SAT, or Tutorial Learning System), as well as through initiatives such
as the Preparation for Social Action (PSA) program.

The documentary illustrates how an educational approach inspired by principles such as the oneness of
humanity, the inherent nobility of every person, and the harmony of science and religion has enabled
communities to become protagonists of their own development.

Myrs. Stewart noted, “Development is not something brought from outside; it grows from within
communities themselves.”

FUNDAEC:'s executive director, Bita Correa, reflected on the cumulative nature of this work: “Over the
past 50 years, three generations of people’s lives have been touched by FUNDAEC's programs. The
true impact is cumulative and deeply interwoven, where one program reinforces another, creating a
profound effect that is beautiful to witness, though challenging to fully capture.”

Throughout the film, the perspectives of graduates, educators, and community members illustrate how
this vision has translated into enduring patterns of learning and service. In rural regions where access
to education was once limited, particularly for women and youth, FUNDAEC's programs opened
pathways that allowed individuals to remain rooted in their communities while gaining knowledge
relevant to their lives.

The documentary also situates FUNDAEC'’s work within wider social realities. During periods of
political violence and displacement in Colombia, educational spaces created through its programs
offered young people alternatives grounded in constructive action and cooperation. As the work
expanded beyond Colombia, similar principles guided adaptation to diverse cultural and institutional
contexts.

Alongside the release of the film, FUNDAEC also marked its anniversary with the publication

of Weaving a Fabric of Unity: Conversations on Education and Development, a book which brings
insights from five decades of grassroots experience into wider academic and professional conversations
on education and development.

FUNDAEC hopes the film will serve as a bridge between past and future, inviting viewers to see
education not as an abstract system, but as a shared endeavor through which individuals and
communities gradually shape more hopeful possibilities for the generations to come.

From the Pages of History

Bab’s stay at the village of Kulayn

For a fortnight the Bab tarried in that spot. The tranquillity which He enjoyed amidst those lovely
surroundings was rudely disturbed by the receipt of a letter which Muhammad Shah himself addressed
to the Bab and which was composed in these terms: “Much as we desire to meet you, we find ourself
unable, in view of our immediate departure from our capital, to receive you befittingly in Tihran. We
have signified our desire that you be conducted to Mah-Ku, and have issued the necessary instructions
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https://bahai-library.com/books/dawnbreakers/chapters/12.html#226

to Ali Khan, the warden of the castle, to treat you with respect and consideration. It is our hope and
intention to summon you to this place upon our return to the seat of our government, at which time we
shall definitely pronounce our judgment. We trust that we have caused you no disappointment, and that
you will at no time hesitate to inform us in case any grievances befall you. We fain would hope that you
will continue to pray for our well-being and for the prosperity of our realm.” (Dated Rabi u’th-Thani,
1263 A.H.)

Haji Mirza Aqasi was no doubt responsible for having induced Muhammad Shah to address
such a communication to the Bab. He was actuated solely by a sense of fear lest the contemplated
interview should rob him of his position of unquestioned pre-eminence in the affairs of the State and
should lead eventually to his overthrow from power. He entertained no feelings of malice or resentment
toward the Bab. He finally succeeded in persuading his sovereign to transfer so dreaded an opponent to
a remote and sequestered corner of his realm, and was thus able to relieve his mind of a thought that
continually obsessed him. How stupendous was his mistake, how grievous his blunder! Little did he
realise, at that moment, that by his incessant intrigues he was withholding from his king and country the
incomparable benefits of a Divine Revelation which alone had the power to deliver the land from the
appalling state of degradation into which it had fallen. By his act that short-sighted minister did not only
withhold from Muhammad Shah the supreme instrument with which he could have rehabilitated a fast-
declining empire, but also deprived him of that spiritual Agency which could have enabled him to
establish his undisputed ascendancy over the peoples and nations of the earth. By his folly, his
extravagance and perfidious counsels, he undermined the foundations of the State, lowered its prestige,
sapped the loyalty of his subjects, and plunged them into an abyss of misery. Incapable of being
admonished by the example of his predecessors, he contemptuously ignored the demands and interests
of the people, pursued, with unremitting zeal, his designs for personal aggrandisement, and by his
profligacy and extravagance involved his country in ruinous wars with its neighbours. Sa’d-i-Ma’adh,
who was neither of royal blood nor invested with authority, attained, through the uprightness of his
conduct and his unsparing devotion to the Cause of Muhammad, so exalted a station that to the present
day the chiefs and rulers of Islam have continued to reverence his memory and to praise his virtues;
whereas Buzurg-Mihr, the ablest, the wisest and most experienced administrator among the vazirs of
Nushiravan-i-'Adil, in spite of his commanding position, eventually was publicly disgraced, was thrown
into a pit, and became the object of the contempt and the ridicule of the people. He bewailed his plight
and wept so bitterly that he finally lost his sight. Neither the example of the former nor the fate of the
latter seemed to have awakened that self-confident minister to the perils of his own position. He
persisted in his thoughts until he too forfeited his rank, lost his riches, and sank into abasement and
shame. The numerous properties which he forcibly seized from the humble and law-abiding subjects of
the Shah, the costly furnitures with which he embellished them, the vast expenditures of labour and
treasure which he ordered for their improvement--all were irretrievably lost two years after he had
issued his decree condemning the Bab to a cruel incarceration in the inhospitable mountains of

Adhirbayjan. All his possessions were confiscated by the State. He himself was disgraced by his

sovereign, was ignominiously expelled from Tihran, and fell a prey to disease and poverty. Bereft of

hope and sunk in misery, he languished in Karbila until the hour of his death. ~ The Dawn Breakers &
Nabil’s Narrative




Douglas Wilson’s artwork:

The dark clouds of negative attitudes have
dimmed the light o/hope into darkness.

Light up the lamp 'of your heart with great
vigour and defy the(pl rkness

A
The Beloved has given you an endless source
of energy, so why shy away from entering the
ancient battle ofevil.and goodness?

~Badi

History, News and Nuggets from Other Religions and

Communities

Buddhism




Teachings on Impurity

235. Thou art now like a sear leaf, the messengers of death (Yama) have come near to thee, thou
standest at the door of thy departure, and thou hast no provision for thy journey.

236. Make thyself an island, work hard, be wise! When thy impurities are blown away, and thou art free
from guilt, thou wilt enter into the heavenly world of the elect (Ariya).

237. Thy life has come to an end, thou art come near to death (Yama), there is no resting-place for thee
on the road, and thou hast no provision for thy journey.

238. Make thyself an island, work hard, be wise! When thy impurities are blown away, and thou art free
from guilt, thou wilt not enter again into birth and decay.

239. Let a wise man blow off the impurities of his self, as a smith blows off the impurities of silver one by
one, little by little, and from time to time.

240. As the impurity which springs from the iron,

235. Uyyoga seems to mean departure. See Buddhaghosa’s commentary on verse 152, p. 319, 1. 1;
Fausboll, Five Gdatakas, p. 35.

236. ‘An island,’ for a drowning man to save himself; (see verse 25.) Dipankara is the name of one of
the former Buddhas, and it is also used as an appellative of the Buddha, but is always derived from dipo,

‘a lamp.

239. This verse is the foundation of the thirty-fourth section of the Sitra of the forty-two sections, see
Beal, Catena, p. 201

when it springs from it, destroys it; thus do a transgressor’s own works lead him to the evil path.

241. The taint of prayers is non-repetition; the taint of houses, non- repair; the taint of the body is sloth;
the taint of a watchman, thoughtlessness.

242. Bad conduct is the taint of woman, greediness the taint of a benefactor; tainted are all evil ways in
this world and in the next.

243. But there is a taint worse than all taints,--ignorance is the greatest taint. O mendicants! throw off
that taint, and become taintless!

244. Life is easy to live for a man who is without shame, a crow hero, a mischief-maker, an insulting,
bold, and wretched fellow.

245. But life is hard to live for a modest man, who always looks for what is pure, who is disinterested,
quiet, spotless, and intelligent.




246. He who destroys life, who speaks untruth, who in this world takes what is not given him, who goes
to another man’s wife;

247. And the man who gives himself to drinking intoxicating liquors, he, even in this world, digs up his
OWn root.

248. O man, know this, that the unrestrained are in a bad state, take care that greediness and vice do
not bring thee to grief for a long time!

244. Pakkhandin is identified by Dr. Fausboll with praskandin, one who jumps forward, insults, or, as
Buddhaghosa explains it, one who meddles with other people’s business, an interloper. At all events, it

is a term of reproach, and, as it would seem, of theological reproach.

246. On the five principal commandments which are recapitulated in verses 246 and 247, see
Buddhaghosha’s Parables, p. 153.

248. Cf- Mahdbharata XII, 4055, yesham vrittis ka samyata. See also verse 307

249. The world gives according to their faith or according to their pleasure: if a man frets about the
food and the drink given to others, he will find no rest either by day or by night.

250. He in whom that feeling is destroyed, and taken out with the very root, finds rest by day and by
night.

251. There is no fire like passion, there is no shark like hatred, there is no snare like folly, there is no
torrent like greed.

252. The fault of others is easily perceived, but that of oneself is difficult to perceive;, a man winnows his
neighbour’s faults like chaff, but his own fault he hides, as a cheat hides the bad die from the gambler.

253. If a man looks after the faults of others, and is always inclined to be offended, his own passions will
grow, and he is far from the destruction of passions.

254. There is no path through the air, a man is not a Samana by outward acts. The world

From the Editor's Desk

We Need to Replace Money as a Measure of Success

Humanity needs a new yardstick to measure achievement—today, we quantify it with money and
material gain, the worst possible way to evaluate true success in life.

Money serves as an inadequate way to measure life’s achievements. How can a solely materialistic tool
pass judgment and render a verdict on our life’s attainments?



https://sacred-texts.com/bud/sbe10/sbe1024.htm#pp_307

We need to replace money as a measure of success with a more spiritual or humane one. However, that
would necessarily involve a revolution in our current system of values in fighting the cancer of
materialism that has eaten into every fabric of our lives and endangered the future of humankind and
the planet.

One of the most significant driving forces globally is and has traditionally been the desire for money. So
many wars have been fought for it, and millions of lives have been lost for it. No aspect of modern life
seems immune from its spell.

Accordingly, we must look for a better place to invest our God-given gift of life with all its talents and
abilities. This gift of life—meant to be spent on acquiring spiritual qualities, knowledge, and the
sciences and arts—does not focus on transitory achievements and material goods. Life serves a higher
cause than money.

So the time has come to try to create and define a new and comprehensive yardstick that covers all
areas of our lives, reflecting our spiritual and human achievements alongside the material ones. This
new yardstick will help us understand and work on all aspects of our lives—not just material prosperity.
Then we can rationally decide the importance of money or lack of money in our lives and to what extent
we have to invest our energies in it.

The Baha'i teachings say there is nothing wrong with money as a tool as long as we know its use and its
danger to our life goals. It can be given value for measurement, then, as long as it serves its purpose:

“Wealth is praiseworthy in the highest degree, if it is acquired by an individual’s own efforts and
the grace of God, in commerce, agriculture, art and industry, and if it be expended for
philanthropic purposes. Above all, if a judicious and resourceful individual should initiate
measures which would universally enrich the masses of the people, there could be no undertaking
greater than this, and it would rank in the sight of God as the supreme achievement, for such a
benefactor would supply the needs and insure the comfort and well-being of a great multitude.
Wealth is most commendable, provided the entire population is wealthy.” — Abdu’l-Baha

If we move our measurement of achievement away from money, what should our yardstick measure? We
might want to change our focus to spiritual qualities or virtues such as:

trustworthiness, truthfulness, tolerance, generosity, compassion,

love, faithfulness, flexibility, forgiveness, friendliness, gentleness, helpfulness, honesty, honour, humility,
idealism, joyfulness, justice, kindness, loyalty, mercy, moderation, tact, thankfulness, tolerance, trust,
and unity among others.

Suppose we adopted trustworthiness and truthfulness as moral measuring tools to reflect more on our
spiritual progress than money. In that case, that new yardstick could become a source of encouragement
for many people who think they have failed in life. This would create a new way of getting rich in a real
sense and leaving the rat race of material acquisition—a step in the right direction that would lead
towards transformation into a new race of more spiritual human beings.
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Our prime
purpose in this
life is to help
others. And if you
can't help them,
at least don't
hurt them.

- Dalai Lama -

Whitings to Ponder and Practice

“In all the action or inaction of man, he receives power from the help of
God; but the choice of good or evil belongs to the man himself.”
~Abdu’l-Baha

For sharing materials and questions, write to bshams@telus.net
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