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We have all heard the saying that the blessings of God can answer your prayers and make your 

dreams come true. But I did not realize its possibility until I witnessed firsthand the commitment 

of a village. 

 

My wife and I had a dream to build a home for the elderly, where, besides the physical needs 

such as food, shelter, and medicine, we would also provide for their spiritual and emotional 

needs. We knew it would be a complicated and expensive undertaking, so we took our time 

researching its practicality. 

 

Meanwhile, in December 2019, I went to visit old friends I had made 40 years earlier in Jaipur, 

India, where I was studying. I casually mentioned the dream of a home in Canada for the elders. 

They asked, “Why not in India?” I said because, from my recollection, tradition in India has 

taught the younger generation to take care of the elders. They informed me that now many elders 

are suffering in poverty and misery, and some are begging and dying on the streets with no one 

to take care of them and no government program to support them.  

 

I was shocked to hear this and decided to change my plans. On the advice of my mother, I looked 

for a large acreage to build a shelter surrounded by fruit trees and flowers, so that the elders 

could enjoy living in a peaceful place away from the pollution and noise of city life. 

 

In early March 2020, back in Canada, just one week before the worldwide travel bans due to 

COVID, I made arrangements with a local farmer in the beautiful village of Chabrana to buy 5 

acres, 80 KM from the city of Jaipur. We called it “Nazz Rest Home” in honour of my mother, 

Nazzbibi. 

 



At this point, the partnership of the “Nazz” project with the community began when my now-

brother, the local farmer Bajrangji, agreed to hold the land until I went to Canada, because I had 

no money with me. He loved my dream and made it his. With the help of his sons, daughters-in-

law, and grandchildren, he took responsibility for fulfilling the dream.  

 

For 6 years, I could not go back. I could not help besides providing finances.  

 

Here is a brief list of what the family have achieved with the support and hard work of the 

villagers: 

 

• Fenced the entire land and planted 250 bougainvillea 

• Planted 200 fruit trees and set up an irrigation system 

• Dug a deep well for water supply 

• Brought electricity from the village by putting 8 hydro poles 

• Brought high-speed internet 

• Built a solid administration building with parking 

• Created a deep rainwater reservoir and used the soil to build a road from the village to the 

site 

• Hosted a 10-day education camp. 

• Growing different crops every year in Nazz’s land, the proceeds of which go towards the 

school supplies for students of the village. 

 

In our visit this year, we were welcomed by the villagers. Many came to visit and thank us, 

saying, “You have come from far away to serve our elders.” We told them that it is our duty to 

our human family and reminded them of the simple fact that the world has forgotten: we are one 

human family, no matter where we live. 

 

We came back home with our hearts assured that the project is in the good hands of the 

community, which gives us confidence to go back in the fall and start the construction of a 20-

room facility for the underprivileged elders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


